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RESPONSE AND RECOVERY UPDATE - Hurricane Katrina
General Update:

· Federal efforts continue to aid state/local officials with ongoing relief and recovery operations including providing essential services to hundreds of thousands of evacuees.  
· VADM Thad Allen has assumed lead role for response/recovery in the field as we move from immediate response to the next phase of operations. 

· Evacuees continue to move from shelters to temporary housing as long-term recovery efforts are addressed. 

· In advance of Hurricane Ophelia, FEMA is pre-positioning response assets in Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina, including 6 National Disaster Medical System teams and 3 Urban Search and Rescue teams. 

Response Update:
· Lives Saved: 50,000 

· 33,000 saved by USCG (six times the number saved in 2004)
· People in Shelters:  208,000 + in 553 shelters in more than 20 states. 
· Personnel on the Ground:  84,000+ 
· National Guard – 50,800

· Active Duty Military – 20,000

· Federal Law Enforcement – 2,800

· U.S. Coast Guard – 4,000

· FEMA – 8,900
· Relief Supplies:  21 million MREs; 50  million liters of water 
· Registrations:  553,000+ registered for individual assistance 
· Housing Inspections: 18,000 completed 
Recovery Update:
· Wireless service restored to 85% of Mississippi and 70% of Louisiana. Landline capability is now 100% restored. 
· Power restored to 60% in Louisiana. and 90% in Mississippi. 
· New Orleans airport to re-open on 9/19.
· Coast Guard is coordinating pollution response efforts with EPA to address more than 150 pollution reports in Louisiana.
· DOL established a toll-free helpline for unemployment insurance claims and job info - 1-866-4USA-DOL .
· DoD reports 100 nations and 11 international organizations have offered assistance to the U.S. 
· Louisiana establishes the Find Family Call Center at 1-866-326-9393. 

You may visit the FEMA web-site at www.fema.gov, for updated response and recovery information. If you have questions or need additional information on these incidents, please call FEMA’s Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 646-4500; (FAX) (202) 646-3600.
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